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13159 UA 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE AR FORCE 


SUBJECT: Northwest U.S. Tracking and Dats Acquisitior Sta: “0%. « 
Project SAMOS 


I have your memorendum of Jams 3B, 1959 ony 
concurrence ia your proceedizg with construction ef the Northwest 
Tracking and Data Acqais:t.on Station at F'. Stevens, Oregor, 
utilising Air Ferce funds. 


As indicated in my dispatch of June 23, 1959 (copy attached) 
it 18 ARPA's current view that project SAMOS should be reviewed 
in the Ughs of available funds for FY 1960 ard we are Proceeding 
with thie review us expeditioesly as possible We wil! izeclide ir 
th:s review the technical considerations for a Northwest Ststion 
as opposed ta utiiising the Vacdeaberg Statics as origizally planced. 
Furthermore, there appears to be canfusion with respect to the 
ut:::seties of a Nerthweet Tracking and Data Acguisitio: S:atior 
to sugmecs the Alaskan Station fer satellite recovery purposes, — 
ae outlines tt AFBMD d:epaict of Juce 3. 1°59. A recent pres- 
ec.tatios, by APBMD to ARPA on Project MERCURY trackicg 
indicased that the Alaskan Station is unsatiefactery fer capsule 
recovery purposes and that it was proposed te accomplish this 
operation from a new station to be located ic East Africa. 


Fer these reasans } canast concur at this time ix your 
proposed sctien and reysest that the construction not be initiated 
watil we have completed our program review. | 


Roy W. Jokasen 
Director 
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